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MINUTES 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, COBRAM CIVIC CENTRE, PUNT ROAD, 

COBRAM, 
TUESDAY 10 JUNE 2014 

 
The meeting commenced at  6 :00 pm.  
PRESENT Councillor Peter Mansfield (Mayor) 

Councillor Wendy Buck 
Councillor Gary Cleveland 
Councillor Ed Cox 
Councillor Brian Keenan 
Councillor Don McPhee 
Councillor Marie Martin 
Councillor Alex Monk 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mark Henderson 
Alison Coe 
Warren Brown 
David Booth 

Chief Executive Officer 
Director Corporate Governance 
Finance Manager 
Manager Corporate Governance 

   

1. CALLING TO ORDER - CEO 

2. PRAYER 

Almighty God we humbly ask you to guide our deliberations for the welfare and benefit of the 
Moira Shire and its people whom we serve. 
Amen 

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We, the Moira Shire Council, would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land upon 
which we meet and pay our respects to their Elders both past and present. 

4. DECLARATION OF ANY INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

NIL  
5. MOIRA SHIRE COUNCIL PROPOSED BUDGET 2014/15 - SUBMISSIONS 
  
6. CLOSE OF MEETING 
7:17 PM 

 
 
MARK HENDERSON 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER      
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1. Executive Summary 

The process of advertising the Proposed Budget and the consideration of submissions from 
interested persons is carried out in accordance with the Local Government Act 1989 (LGA), 
section 223.  On 28 April 2014, Council resolved to place the Proposed Budget 2014/15 on 
public exhibition seeking comments on its content.  As at the close of business on 4 June 2014 
Council has received 183 written submissions (including 161 letters of support for Scott Reserve 
designs & one late submission received after the cut off time) with eight requests to be heard. 
This compares with 27 submissions received in the 2013/14 process.  
 
As in prior years, those submitters, who have requested to be heard, have been invited to 
attend the meeting of Council and to speak to their submissions.  No questions will be 
permitted. 
 
It is suggested at this meeting, that Council refer its evaluation of each submission to the next 
ordinary meeting of Council, to be held on 23 June 2014. 

2. Background and Options 

The Proposed Budget 2014/15 was “prepared” in accordance with the Local Government Act on 
28 April 2014.  On 29 April 2014, Council publicly advertised its proposed budget and invited 
submissions to be lodged by 5pm on 4 June 2014.   
 
In general, it is not considered prudent financial management to include expenditure items, 
which have not been considered subject to Council’s prudent assessment process as part of the 
proposed budget.  The assessment process ensures Council makes its decisions within the 
requirements of the LGA by, in particular, taking account of the long term effects and Council’s 
long term plans and strategies.  
 
Council’s budget process has been in operation for several months, prior to Council preparing 
its Proposed Budget 2014/15, on 28 April 2014.  Any requests outside of that process need to 
be weighed against those priorities already endorsed by Council in the proposed budget. 
Inclusion of any of these items needs to be at the replacement of current items residing in the 
proposed budget 
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Budget submissions received for the Budget 2014-2015 
Submitters who requested to be heard 

 Name Submission 

1 Moira Healthcare Alliance 
(John Dean & Bruce 
Pigdon) 

Moira Healthcare funding for 2014/15 

2 Brian Vokes Rate Increase 
Rates to Volunteers 
Green waste collection 
Yarrawonga Bridge 
Staff & Consultancy costs 
Website for rating Councils 

3 John Hay Rate Increase 
Roads 
Parks & Gardens 
Capital projects 
Planning 

4 John Lycett Rate Increase 
5 Adrian Pawar Budget Analysis 
6 Leanne Pell Contractor expenditure 

Capital Projects held over 
Cobram Streetscaping 
Other expenditure 
Rate Increase 

7 Sandy Judd Walking/Cycle track Hogans Road Yarrawonga 
8 John Shorten Budget Analysis 

Other Submissions 

 Name Submission 

1 Scott Olson Budget Analysis 
Rates Increase 

2 Don Harrison Rates Increase 
Capital budget not even across East & West of shire 

3 Cobram Football Club Letter of Support for Scott Reserve designs 
4 Elizabeth DeMaria 

(on behalf various groups 
within Cobram) 

23 Letters of Support for Scott Reserve designs 

5 Various 137 Letters of support for Scott Reserve designs 
6 Don & Maureen Batty Letter of Support for Scott Reserve designs 
7 Kevin Crow Dicks Levee Cobram 
8 Keith Holt Yarrawonga Aerodrome 
9 Olive Sage G.R.A.I.N Store funding 
10 Kevin Bourke Rate Increase 

Contractors/Consultants expenditure 
Council ability to pay 

11 Joann Clark Tungamah Service Centre cleaning contract 
12 Janene Champion Rates Increase 
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Submitters after cut-off time 

 Name Submission 

1 Bundalong Action Group 
(Peter Elliott) 

Bundalong Walking Track 

3. Financial Implications 

There is no recommended implication to Council’s Proposed Budget 2014/15. 
 
4. Risk Management 

 
5. Internal and External Consultation 
This Special Meeting of Council is the result of the public advertisement of the Proposed Budget 
2014/15, with eight public meetings held at the following locations throughout the Shire: 
External: Cobram, Nathalia, Numurkah and Yarrawonga 

 
Internal: 
Corporate Management Team 
Management Team 
 
6. Regional Context 
N/A 

7. Council Plan Strategy 

Strategy 4.4 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT Ensure Council plans and resources, records and 
budget systems are maintained and managed sustainably. 

8. Legislative / Policy Implications 

Local Government Act 1989, sections 127, 129 and 223. 
Budget and Financial Reporting Policy 

9. Environmental Impact 

The Proposed Budget 2014/15 has no Environment Sustainability implications. 

10. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There are no officer conflict of interest issues to consider within this report. 

11. Conclusion 

On 28 April 2014, Council resolved to place the Proposed Budget 2014/15 on public exhibition 
seeking comments on its content.  As at close of business on 4 June 2014, Council has 
received 182 written submissions (including 161 Letters of Support for Scott Reserve designs 
and  one  late submission) with eight to be heard. 
 
The eight submitters who have requested to be heard have been invited to attend the meeting 
of Council and to speak to their submissions.  No questions will be permitted. 
 
It is suggested that the result of Council’s consideration of the budget submissions be referred 
to the Council meeting of 23 June 2014 for evaluation as part of the consideration to adopt the 
budget 2014/15. 
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Attachments 

1  MHA Care 
2  Brian Vokes 
3  John Hay 
4  John Lycett 
5  Adrian Pawar 
6  Leanne Pell 
7  Sandy Judd 
8  John Shorten 
9  Scott Olson 
10  Don Harrison 
11  Cobram Football Club 
12  Elizabeth De Maria - 23 letters 
13  Various - 137 letters 
14  Don and Maureen Batty 
15  Kevin Crow 
16  Keith Holt 
17  Olive Sage 
18  Cr Kevin Bourke 
19  Joann Clark 
20  Janene Champion 
  
     

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive the submissions and refer them to the Council Meeting of 23 June 2014 as 
part of Council’s consideration to adopt and decision to adopt the 2014/15 Budget. 
 
 

 

MOTION 

 
CRS ED COX / BRIAN KEENAN  
 
That Council receive the submissions and refer them to the Council Meeting of 23 June 2014 as 
part of Council’s consideration to adopt and decision to adopt the 2014/15 Budget. 
 

(CARRIED) 
 
 

 
CR WENDY BUCK EXCUSED HERSELF FROM THE MEETING AT 6:37 PM AND 
RETURNED AT 6:47 PM FOR PERSONAL TIME 
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