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44 Station Street 
Cobram Vic 3644 

www.moira.vic.gov.au 
info@moira.vic.gov.au 

 

AGENDA 

ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
FOR 

WEDNESDAY 22 APRIL 2020 
TO BE HELD AT COBRAM CIVIC CENTRE, PUNT ROAD COBRAM 

COMMENCING AT 5:00 PM   

 
RECORDING 
Consistent with section 72 of our Meeting Procedures Local Law, Council officers have been 
authorised to record the public session of this meeting using an audio recording device. 
 
 
LIVE STREAMING 
Council meetings will now be lived streamed, allowing those interested to view proceedings 
without attending the meeting. This gives access to Council decisions and debate and enables 
residents to comply with COVID19 stay at home directions.  
 
1. CALLING TO ORDER – CEO 

2 PRAYER 

Almighty God we humbly ask you to guide our deliberations for the welfare and benefit of the 
Moira Shire and its people whom we serve. 

Amen 

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We, the Moira Shire Council, would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land upon 
which we meet and pay our respects to their Elders both past and present. 

4. APOLOGIES & REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

 

5 DECLARATION UNDER ACTS, REGULATIONS, CODES OR LOCAL LAWS 
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6. DECLARATION OF ANY INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
Councillor Mustica has given notice that there are projects being considered in the upcoming 
budget in which he has a conflict of interest. The projects are Catona Crescent Cobram 
drainage and Cobram East Drainage  and the conflict arises because of a direct interest. Having 
received notice of these conflicts the Council is required to consider a motion as to whether it 
will consider the projects for inclusion in the upcoming budget. If the Council agrees to this it will 
enable Cr Mustica to participate in the budget process and fulfil his obligations as a Councillor. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Catona Crescent Cobram drainage and Cobram East Drainage projects be considered 
for inclusion in the 2020/21 Council budget. 
 

 
Councillor Lawless has given notice that there are projects being considered in the upcoming 
budget in which he has a conflict of interest. The projects are Muckatah anabranch drainage, a 
direct interest and the Tungamah Recreation Reserve an indirect interest. Having received 
notice of these conflicts the Council is required to consider a motion as to whether it will 
consider the projects for inclusion in the upcoming budget. If the Council agrees to this it will 
enable Cr Lawless to participate in the budget process and fulfil his obligations as a Councillor. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Muckatah anabranch drainage and the Tungamah Recreation Reserve projects be 
considered for inclusion in the 2020/21 Council budget. 
 

 

7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

Recommendation: “That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 
25 March 2020, as prepared, be confirmed.”  

8 COUNCILLOR REPORTS  

COUNCILLORS TO PROVIDE VERBAL REPORTS 

1. OFFICER REPORTS FOR DETERMINATION  

1.1 OFFICE OF CEO 

9.1.1 COVID-19 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP POLICY 4  

1.2 CORPORATE 

9.2.1 MOIRA SHIRE COUNCIL DRAFT BUDGET 2020/21 AND 2020-2024 
STRATEGIC RESOURCE PLAN  8 

9.2.2 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW - MARCH 2020 93 

9.2.3 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCIL 103 

9.2.4 VICTORIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION - SERVICE AGREEMENT 106  
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1.3 COMMUNITY 

9.3.1 C059/19 - FINANCE OF ONE LANDFILL COMPACTOR 125 

9.3.2 ROADSIDE WEED AND PEST CONTROL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2020-
2027 128  

1.4 INFRASTRUCTURE 

9.4.1 C051/19 - ROAD WIDENING AND INTERSECTION WORKS - CAMPBELL 
ROAD, COBRAM 173   

2. ACTION OFFICERS LIST 

10.1 ACTION OFFICERS' LIST 176  

3. NOTICES OF MOTION  

NIL 

4. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

12.1 PETITION - THE FUTURE OF THE FORMER YARRAWONGA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL SITE - 421 SIGNATURES 177  

5. COUNCIL SEAL  

NIL  

6. GENERAL BUSINESS 178 

7. QUESTIONS FROM PUBLIC GALLERY 179 

8. CLOSE OF MEETING 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
That: Council adopt the attached COVID-19 Financial Hardship Policy. 

 
 

1. Executive Summary 
This reports seeks Council’s endorsement of the attached COVID-19 Hardship Policy. 
 
COVID-19 was declared a global pandemic on the 30th January 2020 and a State of 
Emergency was declared in Victoria on the 16th March 2020.  
 
In response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the community, Moira Shire Council is 
committed to helping its customers and businesses facing financial hardship through this policy 
framework. Ratepayers will be able to set up payments plans tailored to their specific situation, 
defer debt and waive interest. 

2. Background and Options 

Financial hardship is a circumstance of experiencing a lack of financial means, which may be 
either ongoing or temporary. 
 
The deferral of all financial responsibilities due to an unforeseen event can cause a secondary 
bout of financial stress when the event has concluded, and bills are still accumulating.  
 
The policies aim is to provide assistance to ratepayers through the COVID-19 event without 
creating additional financial stress when the pandemic has been resolved.  
 
The Council will encourage ratepayers to set up a payment plan tailored specifically to their 
financial situation to reduce the amount of debt owing after the pandemic. 

3. Financial Implications 

Financial decisions are made in accordance with Council’s budget. 
 

4. Risk Management 

Risk is mitigated by having sound contingencies in place during the pandemic declaration 

5. Internal and External Consultation 

The Corporate Management Team have reviewed the policy and have provided it to Council for 
endorsement.  

6. Regional Context 

A state of Emergency has been declared in Victoria and the World Health Organisation has 
declared a global pandemic. 
 

7. Council Plan Strategy 

A thriving local economy. 

8. Legislative / Policy Implications 

Moira Shire Council Financial Hardship Policy. 
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9. Environmental Impact 

There are no environmental impact considerations associated with this report. 

10. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There are no conflict of interest considerations associated with this report. 

11. Conclusion 

In response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the community, Moira Shire Council is 
committed to helping its customers and businesses facing financial hardship and have 
developed a policy framework for this support. 
 
This reports seeks Council’s endorsement of the attached COVID-19 Hardship Policy. 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

1  Covid-19 Financial Hardship Policy 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council: 

 

1. Accept the draft 2020/21 Budget. 

2. Accept the draft Strategic Resource Plan 2020-2024.   

3. Authorise commencement of the statutory (S223) community consultation process for 

the draft budget and strategic resource plan as described in the Local Government Act 

1989 and in doing so 

 Receive written submissions until 5pm Wednesday 27 May 2020.   

 If required, convene a Committee of Council comprising all available 

councillors and the CEO to meet at 5pm Wednesday 3 June 2020 for 

submitters wishing to be heard in person. 

 Encourage submitters seeking to appear to do so by electronic means which 

can then be conveyed to all Councillors and ensure COVID19 stay at home 

compliance 

 o  Consider adoption of the 2020/21 Budget and Strategic Resource Plan 

2020-2024 at the Ordinary Council meeting at 5pm 24 June 2020 with or 

without amendment.   

 

 

1. Executive Summary 

This report requests council’s approval to seek community feedback on the draft 2020/21 

Budget and the draft Strategic Resource plan 2020-2024 through the community 

consultation process required under the Local Government Act 1989 (Section 223). 

  

If approved,  

 The draft 2020/21 budget will be available for public inspection at Cobram Service 

centre and on council’s website from Wednesday 29 April 2020. 

 Members of the community will be invited to view and make written submissions on 

the draft Budget by 5pm Wednesday 27 May 2020.   

 If required, a committee of council meeting will meet on Wednesday 3 June 2020 to 

hear any person who has indicated in their written submission that they would like to 

speak in support of their submission on the draft 2020/21 Budget, and 

 Council will consider the submissions before considering a recommendation to adopt 

the draft 2020/21 budget with or without amendments at the Ordinary Council Meeting 

to be held at Wednesday 24 June 2020.    

 

The timelines should ensure council fulfils its obligation to adopt the annual budget by 30 

June 2020. 

 

The draft Budget 2020/21 and Strategic Resource Plan 2020-2024 will be provided to 

council under separate cover prior to the meeting and tabled at the meeting.  
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2. Discussion 

The Local Government Act requires councils to  

 Prepare, seek community feedback on and then adopt an annual budget by 30 June 

each year and submit the adopted budget to the Minister within 28 days of adoption by 

Council.  

 Review the four year strategic resource plan each year to ensure it continues to 

support the delivery of the Council Plan and seek community feedback prior to 

adopting the revised plan if there is material change to the SRP. 

 

The draft Budget and Strategic Resource Plan have been prepared through a series of 

council and management workshops and briefings. 

3. Financial Implications 

The Draft Budget 2020/21 enables the Council to fund its approved operational activities 

and capital projects for the year ending 30 June 2021. 

 

The draft Strategic Resource Plan outlines the priority areas for council in coming years. 

The priorities are reviewed each year. 

 

4. Risk Management 

The budget and SRP seek to balance the competing needs and interests expressed by 

the community with council’s legal obligations that are defined in many acts and 

regulations   

5. Legislative / Policy Implications 

The proposed budget has been prepared in accordance with the Local Government Act 

and Regulations and the Model Financial Report.  

6. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There are no officer conflict of interest issues to consider within this report. 

7. Conclusion 

The draft budget seeks to service the many and often competing needs of the Moira 

community in a financial sustainable manner that is equitable across a large geographic 

Shire.  

 

This report seeks Council’s endorsement of the proposed budget and authorisation to 

commence community consultation through a statutory S223 process to further test and 

understand community acceptance of the proposed Budget. 

Attachments 

1  Draft 2020-21 Budget  
2  Draft SRP 2020-2024  
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. That Council notes the projections for the 2019/20 financial year contained in the 

March 2020 Quarterly Budget Review. 
2. That Audit Committee notes the Environment Upgrade Agreements quarterly 

performance report. 
 
 

1. Executive Summary 

Income Statement 
There has been a decrease in the forecast budget from a surplus of $3.48 million in the 
approved December 2019 forecast to a surplus of $2.88 million in the March 2020 
forecast. The variance driven by timing differences in the recognition of operational and 
capital grants for delayed projects and a delay in the sale of Council land at the former 
Cobram Apex Caravan Park. 

Balance Sheet 
The Balance Sheet of Moira Shire continues to remain strong. 
 
Cash Flow Statement 
The cash position of Moira Shire continues to remain strong. 
 
Capital Expenditure 
The capital works forecast for the March 2020 quarter is $25.52 million; there is no 
change to the approved December 2019 forecast of $25.52 million.  
  
Financial Performance indicators 
All Financial performance indicators remain within an acceptable range. 
 

2. Background and Options 

The quarterly budget review mandated under Section 138 of the Local Government Act 
1989. 
The Act requires that at least every three months the Chief Executive Officer must ensure 
a statement comparing the budgeted revenue and expenditure for the financial year with 
actual revenue and expenditure to date presented to the Council. 
 

3. Financial Implications 

3.1  Summary of changes to projected operating result for the 2019/20 financial 
year 

The surplus for the Proposed March 2020 Forecast expected to be $2,884,149 – a 
decrease of $595,460 compared to the Approved December 2019 forecast of $3,479,609. 
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Approved Dec 2019/20 vs Proposed 

Forecast Mar 2020

(Favourable) / 

Unfavourable          

$

Surplus – Approved Dec 2019 

Forecast
(3,479,609)

Rates (49,382)

Operating Grants (371,082)

Capital Grants 333,253

Capital Contributions 140,000

Interest Income 90,000

Other Operating Income (158,604)

Materials & Consumables 109,072

Other Operating Expenses (12,500)

Net Gain on Disposal of Property, Plant &

Equipment
514,703

Proposed March 2020

Forecast Surplus
(2,884,149)

 
 

The major reasons for the decrease in the surplus are as follows: 
 
a) Rates – Rates and charges income generated from supplementary valuations on new 

properties.  

b) Operating Grants – Recognition of grant income ($216k) from 2018/19 Fruit Fly 
Action Plan to match delayed orchard tree removal costs incurred in 2019/20, disaster 
recovery funding for 2016 flood event ($121k) and increased Enhanced Maternal & 
Child Health funding ($58k), offset by loss of L2P grant for program no longer 
provided by Council $29k.   

c) Capital Grants – Recognition of grant funding for completed capital works at 
Stewarts Road 3 Bridges project ($800k), offset by the timing differences in 
completing the Campbell Road Cobram road works expected to be completed in 
2020/21 $1.13m. 

d) Capital Contributions – Deferral to 2020/21 of contribution for the Wunghnu 
Recreation Reserve community building pending identification of grant funding $100k 
and deferral of final community contribution to 2020/21 for the Apex Reserve Cobram 
soccer facilities in line with agreed funding agreement $50k. 

e) Interest Income – Reduction driven by falling returns on term deposit investments 
following fall in market rates and decision to hold higher cash balances during current 
economic circumstances. 

f) Other Operating Income – Income increase due to higher receipts for Developer 
Contributions to Open Space Reserve ($40k) and Planning fees ($20k), Waste and 
Recycling income ($51k) and Water trading income ($16k). 

g) Materials and Consumables – Increase driven costs Fruit Fly Action Plan costs from 
2019/18 $216k, offset by savings from 2019/20 EPA Levy on Cobram Landfill 
($100k). 

h) Net Gain on Disposal of Property, Plant & Equipment – Delayed sale of three land 
parcels (including one building) attached to Cobram Apex Caravan Park site, 
expected to be in 2020/21 $500k and lower revenue from sale of plant & fleet items 
$15k. 
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3.2  Income Statement  

Income Statement

Adopted 

Budget 

2019/20

YTD Actuals 

2019/20

Approved

Forecast

Sep 2019

Approved

Forecast

Dec 2019

Proposed

Forecast

Mar 2020

Approved Dec 

2019/20 vs Proposed 

Forecast Mar 2020

Income  

Rates (37,524,437) (38,103,785) (38,080,801) (38,080,801) (38,130,183) (49,382)

Operating Grants (6,254,583) (4,887,433) (6,993,967) (6,981,967) (7,353,049) (371,082)

Capital Grants (9,712,493) (2,926,025) (11,302,031) (10,802,031) (10,468,778) 333,253

Capital Contributions (815,000) (81,786) (1,086,786) (606,786) (466,786) 140,000

Operating Contributions (38,500) (112,560) (38,500) (85,784) (125,947) (40,163)

Contributions - non-monetary (200,000)    -    (200,000) (200,000) (200,000)    -      

Reimbursements and Subsidies (58,475) (47,696) (58,645) (58,645) (66,303) (7,658)

User Charges (1,997,288) (1,438,961) (2,006,523) (2,006,523) (2,051,492) (44,969)

Statutory Fees and Fines (1,347,000) (1,092,541) (1,347,000) (1,389,000) (1,409,740) (20,740)

Interest Income (590,000) (321,156) (590,000) (590,000) (500,000) 90,000

Other Revenues (447,423) (305,613) (447,423) (445,336) (490,410) (45,074)

Net Gain on Land Held for Resale (25,000) (265,082) (25,000) (25,000) (40,082) (15,082)

Net Gain on Disposal of Property, 

Plant & Equipment (58,000) (68,565) (58,000) (58,000) 471,785 529,785

Income Total (59,068,199) (49,651,204) (62,234,676) (61,329,873) (60,830,985) 498,888

Expenditure

Employee Costs 21,939,037 14,888,157 22,106,037 21,747,702 21,747,702    -      

Materials & Services 15,507,929 10,608,528 16,590,156 16,692,668 16,801,740 109,072

Contract Services 6,377,353 3,967,250 6,830,372 6,880,372 6,885,372 5,000

Utilities 1,065,359 776,712 1,069,373 1,064,802 1,064,802    -      

Bad and Doubtful Debts 10,000    -    10,000 10,000 10,000    -      

Depreciation 10,262,000 7,696,503 10,262,000 10,262,000 10,262,000    -      

Other Expenses 516,216 292,509 529,016 529,016 511,516 (17,500)

Interest on Borrowings 153,704 116,553 153,704 153,704 153,704    -      

Interest on Unwinding of Discount of 

Provisions 300,000    -    300,000 300,000 300,000    -      

Written Down Value of Infrastructure 

Replaced 200,000    -    200,000 200,000 200,000    -      

Share of Net Loss of Associated 

Entity 10,000    -    10,000 10,000 10,000    -      

Expenditure Total 56,341,598 38,346,212 58,060,658 57,850,264 57,946,836 96,572

Operating Result (2,726,601) (11,304,993) (4,174,018) (3,479,609) (2,884,149) 595,460  
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3.3  Balance Sheet 

Balance Sheet

Adopted 

Budget 

2019/20

Approved

Forecast

Sep 2019

Approved

Forecast

Dec 2019

Proposed

Forecast

Mar 2020

Approved Dec 

2019/20 vs 

Proposed 

Forecast Mar 

2020

Current Assets 31,744,000 29,155,231 30,854,572 30,244,030 (610,542)

Non-Current Assets 602,788,000 629,775,241 627,127,491 627,127,491    -      

Total Assets 634,532,000 658,930,472 657,982,063 657,371,521 (610,542)

Current Liabilities 8,828,000 8,828,000 8,828,000 8,828,000    -      

Non-current Liabilities 13,883,000 13,883,000 13,883,000 13,883,000    -      

Total Liabilities 22,711,000 22,711,000 22,711,000 22,711,000    -      

Net Assets 611,821,000 636,219,472 635,271,063 634,660,521 (610,542)

Equity 611,821,000 636,219,574 635,271,165 634,660,623 (610,542)  

3.4  Statement of Cash Flow 

Statement of Cash Flow

Adopted 

Budget 

2019/20

Approved

Forecast

Sep 2019

Approved

Forecast

Dec 2019

Proposed

Forecast

Mar 2020

Approved Dec 

2019/20 vs Proposed 

Forecast Mar 2020

Net cash flows provided by 

operating activities 12,063,000 15,156,472 14,208,063 14,127,306 (80,757)

Net cash flow used on investing 

activities (18,835,000) (26,987,241) (24,339,491) (24,869,276) (529,785)

Net cash flows provided by financing 

activities (1,142,000) (1,142,000) (1,142,000) (1,142,000)    -      

Net change in cash held (7,914,000) (12,972,769) (11,273,428) (11,883,970) (610,542)

Cash at the beginning of the year 34,138,000 36,608,000 36,608,000 36,608,000    -      

Cash at the end of the year 26,224,000 23,635,231 25,334,572 24,724,030 (610,542)  

3.5  Capital 

Capital

Adopted 

Budget 

2019/20

YTD Actuals 

2019/20

Approved

Forecast

Sep 2019

Approved

Forecast

Dec 2019

Proposed

Forecast

Mar 2020

Approved Dec 

2019/20 vs 

Proposed 

Forecast Mar 

Total capital income (11,292,493) (3,076,376) (13,153,817) (12,173,817) (11,170,779) 1,003,038

Total capital expenditure 22,288,000 12,726,949 28,172,241 25,524,491 25,524,491    -      

Grand Total 10,995,507 9,650,573 15,018,424 13,350,674 14,353,712 1,003,038  
 
Capital Expenditure commitments outstanding of $5,141,164. 
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3.6  Capital Expenditure 
 
Historical expenditure on capital works: 
 

 
 

3.7  Cash Balance 
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The balance of Cash and cash equivalents at 30 June 2020 proposed to be $24.72 
million. 

3.8  Financial Performance Measures 

Results Results Budget Sep 2019 Dec 2019 Mar 2020

Dimension/indicator /measure 2018 2019 2019/20 Review Review Review

Efficiency

Revenue level

E1 Average rate per property assessment $700 to $2,000 $1,606 $1,643 $1,692 $1,693 $1,693 $1,693

[Total rate revenue / Number of property assessments]

Expenditure level

E2 Expenses per property assessment $2,000 to $5,000 $2,976 $2,963 $3,268 $3,338 $3,315 $3,320

 [Total expenses / Number of property assessments] 

Liquidity

Working capital 

L1 Current assets compared to current liabilities 225% to 350% 399.38% 444.74% 359.58% 330.26% 349.51% 342.59%

[Current assets / Current liabilities] x100

Unrestricted cash

L2 Unrestricted cash compared to current liabilities 110% to 250% 318.30% 360.82% 263.90% 234.57% 242.34% 153.42%

[Unrestricted cash / Current liabilities] x100

Obligations

Asset renewal 

O1 Asset renewal compared to depreciation 75% to 100% 89.95% 77.59% 86.64% 86.64% 86.64% 86.64%

[Asset renewal expense / Asset depreciation] x100

Loans and borrowings 

O2 Loans and borrowings compared to rates 0% to 20% 13.54% 10.07% 3.90% 3.84% 3.85% 3.84%

[Interest bearing loans and borrowings / Rate revenue] x100

O3 Loans and borrowings repayments compared to rates 0% to 5% 3.98% 3.82% 2.64% 2.59% 2.60% 2.60%

[Interest and principal repayments on interest bearing loans and 

borrowings / Rate revenue] x100

Indebtedness 

O4 Non-current liabilities compared to own source revenue 25% to 40% 37.29% 33.41% 33.02% 32.58% 32.55% 32.89%

[Non-current liabilities / Own source revenue] x100

Operating position

Adjusted underlying result

OP1 Adjusted underlying surplus (or deficit) 0% to 3% 14.30% 11.34% 1.52% 3.37% 2.96% 2.16%

[Adjusted underlying surplus (deficit)/ Adjusted underlying 

revenue] x100

Stability

Rates concentration 

S1 Rates compared to adjusted underlying revenue 40% to 70% 56.22% 60.70% 64.52% 62.24% 62.72% 63.21%

[Rate revenue / Adjusted underlying revenue] x100

Rates effort 

S2 Rates compared to property values 0.40% to 0.70% 0.63% 0.64% 0.63% 0.57% 0.58% 0.57%

[Rate revenue / Capital improved value of rateable properties in 

the municipality] x100

Band / Range
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3.9  Financial Indicators 
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4. Risk Management 

It is appropriate to examine the risks as they may affect Council’s financial position.  The 
areas identified below flagged to highlight potential impacts on Council. 
 
Capital Works  
Council’s capital works need to be managed prudently to strengthen Council’s financial 
position and ensure Council meets all the low risk financial sustainability indicators as 
specified by the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office. 
 
Grant Income 
Council has a significant level of government grants.  These grants underpin several 
capital works projects and operating programs, all of which are of importance to the Moira 
community.  Capital grants for 2019/20, total $10.47 million and operating grants $7.35 
million (this excludes the $5.74 million of 2019/20 Financial Assistance Grant received in 
2018/19. 

5. Environmental Upgrade Agreement (EUAs) - Quarterly Performance 
Reporting 

 
This report provides an update on the Environmental Upgrade Agreements involving 
Council, as required by Section 181G of the Local Government Act. 
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EUAs provide a mechanism to assist business located within Moira Shire to fund works 
that improve the energy, water or environmental efficiency or sustainability of a building 
on their rateable land. 
 
Under a EUA, councils administer the recovery of the EUA charges and transfer the 
funds to the funding body. Council does not provide funding or assume financial risk.   
 
Councils are required to report quarterly on the performance of EUAs involving council.  
 

Reporting requirement Status as at 31 March 2020 

a) Each environmental upgrade agreement entered into 
in the last quarter, and the rateable land to which the 
agreement relates 

No new agreements were entered into 
during the reporting period 

b) Each environmental upgrade charge approved in 
respect of the agreements referred to in paragraph 
(a), and the value of the charges 

No new agreements were entered into 
during the reporting period 

c) The total number of environmental upgrade charges 
in operation in the last quarter; 

3 

d) The total value of all environmental upgrade charge 
payments that have fallen due and have not been 
paid; 

Nil 

e) The total value of all environmental upgrade charge 
payments that are yet to fall due. 

$4,940,964.92 

 
6. Internal and External Consultation 
The following members of staff consulted: 

 Corporate Management Team 

 All Managers 

 Finance Manager 
 

The Council’s March 2020 budget review provided for public viewing in accordance with 
Council’s open and transparent governance policy. 
 

7. Regional Context 

There are no regional issues to consider within this report. 
 

8. Council Plan Strategy 

A well run Council. 
 

9. Legislative / Policy Implications 

This report complies with Sections 138 and 181G of the Local Government Act 1989, and 
Council’s Budget and Financial Reporting policy. 
 

10. Environmental Impact 

Council’s sound financial position continues to allow Council to implement and maintain 
its environmental projects. 
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11. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There are no officer conflicts of interest issues to consider within this report. 
 

12. Conclusion 

The projected cash position is $24.72 million as at 30 June 2020. 
 
An operating surplus of $2.88 million forecast as at 30 June 2020. 
 
A total 2019/20 capital works program of $25.52 million. 
  
Council continues to manage its position and continues to seek additional revenue 
streams and monitor expenditure. 
 
 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the Record of Assemblies of Councillors. 

 

1. Executive Summary 

This report details the Assembly of Councillors for March 2020.  This report is prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989. 

2. Background and Options 

This report fulfills Council’s legislative obligation to report the matters considered and 
whether a conflict of interest disclosure was made by a Councillor at: 
  

 A meeting of an advisory committee where at least one Councillor is present; or 

 A meeting, briefing or other activity where at least half of the Council and a member of 

Council staff is present; and  

 Where the matters considered may be subject to a decision of Council or exercise of 

a function, duty or power of the Council that has been delegated to a person or 

committee. 

 

Meeting Present at meeting Matters discussed Declaration 
of 

Interest(s) 

Community 
Safety 
Meeting 
4 March 2020 

Councillors: 
Kevin Bourke 
Marie Martin 
 
Staff: 
Team Leader Community Services, 
Jessica Widdop 
Manager Community Services, 
Georgina Hills 
Administration Support Officer, Sarah 
Mathews 
Senior Communications Officer, Fiona 
Blick 

 Community Safety 
Strategy 

 Terms of Reference  

 Action Plan 

Nil 
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Meeting Present at meeting Matters discussed Declaration 
of 

Interest(s) 

Council 
Briefing 
11 March 
2020 

Councillors: 
Libro Mustica 
Peter Lawless 
Kevin Bourke 
Gary Cleveland 
Peter Mansfield 
Marie Martin 
 
Staff: 
Chief Executive Officer,  
Mark Henderson 
General Manager Community, 
Sally Rice 
General Manager Corporate, 
Simon Rennie 
Manager Infrastructure,  
Andrew Close 
Manager Construction and Assets,  
Mark Henderson 

 Murray Regional 
Tourism 

 Innovative Services  

 Cat De-sexing Program 

 Rural Land Use 
Strategy 

 Yarrawonga Primary 
School Site 

 Draft agenda review 

Nil 

Tourism 
Advisory 
Committee 
Meeting 
12 March 
2020 

Councillor: 
Peter Mansfield 
 
Staff: 
Tourism Development Coordinator, 
Louise Munk Klint 
Tourism Marketing Officer, Lonnie 
O’Dwyer 

 Terms of Reference  

 Economic 
Development Strategy 
– update on marketing 
and future priorities 

 Blue Sky ideas 
 

 

 

Council 
Briefing 
18 March 
2020 

Councillors: 
Libro Mustica 
Peter Lawless 
John Beitzel 
Kevin Bourke 
Gary Cleveland 
Peter Mansfield 
Marie Martin 
 
Staff: 
Chief Executive Officer,  
Mark Henderson 
General Manager Community, 
Sally Rice 
General Manager Corporate, 
Simon Rennie 
Acting General Manager Infrastructure,  
Graham Henderson 

 Budget workshop 

 Drought funding 

 Draft Agenda Review 

Yes 
Cr Mustica 
Budget 
discussion 
Cobram 
East 
drainage 
Catona 
Crescent  
 
Cr Lawless 
Budget 
discussion 
Tungamah 
Recreation 
Reserve 
Muckatah 
anabranch 

3. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There are no known officer conflict of interest issues to consider within this report. 
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4. Conclusion 

The Assembly of Councillors records incorporated into this report are a true and accurate 
record of all assemblies of Councillors reported during March 2020. 
 

Attachments 

Nil  
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council: 

1. Accept the Electoral Service Agreement for four years commencing 1 July 2020. 
2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign the above document. 
 
 

1. Executive Summary 

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) has prepared individual Electoral Service 
Agreements for each Council holding 2020 Victoria Local Government elections.  
  
Moira Shire Council’s Electoral Service Agreement (the Agreement) attached to this 
report provides a detailed explanation of the VEC services and costs associated which 
consists of: 
 

 The preparation of the voters’ roll and conduct of the 2020 General Election for a 
quoted cost of $210,832 (ex GST); and 

 Compulsory voting enforcement following the Moira Shire Council General 
election 2020 with a quoted cost of $23,525 (ex GST).  

 
The total quoted cost is therefore, $234,357 (ex GST) which requires formal Council 
approval. 
 
Additional costs may be incurred if a countback is required or if a mid-term resignation 
results in a further election.  
 
Approval of the Agreement will ensure the VEC is not delayed in its preparations for the 
2020 Council Elections.   

2. Background and Options 

The responsibility for the preparation, conduct and closure of local government electoral 
events as defined in the Local Government Act is divided between the Victorian Electoral 
Commission and local Councils. The VEC is the legislated service provider for the 2020 
Victorian Local Government Elections. 
 
The VEC has prepared individual Agreements for each Victorian Local Government 
Authority holding elections in 2020 and Moira Shire Council’s Agreement is attached to 
this report. 
 
The Agreement comprises three service areas  

 The preparation of the voters’ roll and conduct of the Moira Shire Council 2020 
General Election 

 Compulsory voting enforcement following the Moira Shire Council General 
Election 2020 and 

 Contingency and ad hoc services for example by-elections and countbacks 
 
Preparation of the voters’ roll and conduct of the Moira Shire Council 2020 General 
Election 
The Agreement quotes a service cost of $210,832.83 (ex GST) to meet the costs 
associated with the preparation of the voters’ roll and conduct of the Moira Shire Council 
2020 General Election including 
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 Communication campaign 

 Returning officer’s costs 

 Scrutiny and count of ballot papers 

 Printing of ballot material 

 Mail processing 

 Postage 

 List of non-voters 

 Administrative support  
 
The Agreement also provides for  

 VEC to lease an election office 

 Multilanguage materials provided with ballot packs 

 VEC to provide a candidate information session 

 Advertising in local media, and 

 The VEC will appoint a returning officer and staff to support delivery of these 
services. 

 
Compulsory voting enforcement following the Moira Shire Council General Election 
2020 
The Agreement quotes a service cost of $23,525.34 (ex GST) to meet the costs 
associated with compulsory voting enforcement following the Moira Shire Council General 
Election 2020. Revenue collected by the VEC from compulsory voting enforcement will 
be returned to the Council.  
 
Contingency and ad hoc services for example by-elections and countbacks 
The Agreement details the manner in which these costs will be calculated should they be 
required during the term of the Agreement.  
 
Council is requested to authorise the CEO to sign and return the Agreement to the VEC 
by the end of April in accordance with the VEC’s timelines and to ensure the VEC can 
continue timely preparations for the forthcoming elections 

3. Financial Implications 

The Agreement provides for a cost of $234,358 for the election services and the basis for 
calculating ad hoc and contingency costs. Contingencies such as costs for the election 
office and postage costs will flow through and impact the final cost incurred by Council. 

4. Risk Management 

The timely approval of the Agreement will enable the VEC to continue preparations for 
the forthcoming elections and enter into more formal arrangements including the lease of 
an election office, appointment of key staff and dealing with election nominations. 

5. Internal and External Consultation 

The Agreement has been developed by the VEC in negotiation with Council staff and 
reflects the decisions of Council including postal voting and the location of the electoral 
office within the Shire. 

6. Regional Context 

The VEC is the statutory service provider for the 2020 Victoria Local Government 
elections and has prepared individual Service Agreements for each Council holding 
elections in 2020. 
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Agreements will vary in accordance with the parameters determined by individual 
Councils for services such as postal or attendance voting. 
 

7. Council Plan Strategy 

The services provided by the VEC Agreement contribute to Council’s objective of good 
governance. 

8. Legislative / Policy Implications 

The Agreement is based on the VEC’s Local Government Election Service Plan, which 
was prepared to meet the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 and other 
laws including the Infringements Act 2006 and the Fines Reform Act 2014. 

9. Environmental Impact 

There are no environmental impact considerations associated with this report beyond 
those that result from administrative functions. 

10. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There are no conflict of interest considerations associated with this report 

11. Conclusion 

It is recommended that Council resolve to approve the attached Agreement with the VEC 
to conduct the 2020 Moira Shire Council election.  
 
Council’s approval of the Service Agreement will ensure the VEC is not delayed in its 
preparations for the 2020 Council Elections.   
 

Attachments 

1  VEC 2020 Electoral Service Agreement  
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RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
 

1. Award contract C059/19 – Finance of One Landfill Compactor to GCM Enviro 
Pty Ltd.  

 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign and seal the contract and lease 
documents. 

 
 

1. Executive Summary 

Moira Shire Council invites submissions from suitably qualified companies for the finance 
and delivery of one Landfill Compactor. 
 
After consideration of the submissions, the tender evaluation panel recommends that 
contract C059/19 be awarded to GCM Enviro Pty Ltd. 

2. Background and Options 

The compactor will be used for waste compaction at the Cobram Landfill.  The compactor 
is expected to be utilised for up to 1000 hours per annum. 

Contract Details 

The contract is for a 7 year lease term inclusive of maintenance. 

Date of Public Notice 
      

Paper Date 

TenderSearch 15 February 2020 

The Age 29 February 2020 

Shepparton News 25 February 2020 

Cobram Courier 26 February 2020 

Numurkah Leader 26 February 2020 

Yarrawonga Chronicle 26 February 2020 
 

 
Submissions closed 25 March 2020. 

Receipt of Tenders 

5 Submissions were received.  

Supervision 

Superintendent – General Manager Community 
Superintendent Representative – Coordinator Waste Management Services 

Panel Membership 

Staff in the following positions independently evaluated the submissions: 
 

 Coordinator Waste Management Services  

 Team Leader Waste Management Services  

 Fleet and Store Administrator 
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The Procurement Coordinator moderated the tender evaluation. 

Non-conforming tenders 

One tender was non-conforming due to not providing lease terms. 
 
Tender Evaluation  
The following evaluation criteria and weightings were used: 
 

Evaluation Criteria Evaluation 
Weighting 

Price 40% 

Compliance with Specification 30% 

Track Record 10% 

Management of Schedules 10% 

Contribution to Local Economy 10% 

3. Financial Implications 

The 2019/20 budget contains sufficient funds to lease the compactor, future budgets will 
be set in accordance with the agreed lease costs. 

Risk Management 

In order to minimise the risks associated with the purchase of plant, the specification 
contained the following conditions: 

 The vehicle shall comply with all Federal and State Government Legislative 
requirements as well as all relevant Australian Standards and Australian Design 
Rules. 

 Two (2) copies each of the operator, parts and workshop manuals shall be supplied 
(one hard copy and one disk) for the vehicle.  

 On delivery, an induction of the capabilities of the vehicle is to be done for 
nominated Council staff. 

4. Internal and External Consultation 

The tender was advertised on Council’s TenderSearch website, The Age, 
Shepparton News and the local newspapers. 
 
The Coordinator Waste Management Services and General Manager Community 
approved the tender documentation. 

5. Regional Context 

Businesses located within the Moira Shire have a 10% weighting applied to their tenders. 

6. Council Plan Strategy 

The Council Plan addresses the need for a well-run Council by implementing a 
transparent, engaging and accountable governance structure for current and future 
generations. The processes undertaken to award the contract meet the legislative and 
policy requirements relating to procurement and tendering. 
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7. Legislative / Policy Implications 

The tender process was undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the section 
186 of the Local Government Act and Council’s adopted Procurement Policy. 

8. Environmental Impact 

The proposed compactor meets all the latest pollution and environmental requirements for 
vehicles of this type. 

9. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There was no conflict of interest declared for this tender evaluation process. 

10. Conclusion 

The recommendation is to award contract C059/19 Finance of one Landfill Compactor to 
GCM Enviro Pty Ltd. 
 

Attachments 

1  C059/19 - Finance of One Landfill Compactor - APPENDIX A (Confidential) - printed in 
separate document 

  
     



COMMUNITY 
OFFICER REPORTS FOR DETERMINATION 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, 22 APRIL 2020 

 

FILE NO: F132260 
3. A CLEAN GREEN ENVIRONMENT 

 ITEM NO: 9.3.2 

   

ROADSIDE WEED AND PEST CONTROL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2020-2027 

 

Moira Shire Council Page 128 of 179 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council: 

1. Endorse the Roadside Weed and Pest Control Management Plan 2020-2027; and 
2. Implement the strategy to the extent possible from the resources allocated as part 

of the annual budget process. 
. 
 

1. Executive Summary 

In accordance with the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CaLP Act), Council is 
responsible for the management of Regionally Prohibited and Regionally Controlled 
weeds and established pest animals located on the rural roadsides that it manages.   
 
The Roadside Weed and Pest Control Management Plan 2020-2027 provides guidance 
for the management of weeds and pests on Council management roadsides for the next 
7 years. Its implementation will allow council to meets its legal obligations as specified 
under the CaLP Act. 

2. Background and Options 

In 2013, a review of the CaLP Act clarified and placed the responsibility for the 
management of Regionally Prohibited and Regionally Controlled weeds and established 
pest animals onto Local Government. In accordance with the CaLP Act and State 
requirements, a series of management plans were developed with the Roadside Weed 
and Pest Control Management Plan 2020-2027 the most recent iteration.  
 
In 2015 Council endorsed the Roadside Weed and Pest Animal Control Strategy 2015-
2020. To date the implementation of this strategy has proven highly successful. 
Highlights from its implementation include: 

 approximately 75% of the Shire receiving at least one round of treatment between 
2015-2019; 

 an observed reduction of African boxthorn, black berry, horehound, sweet briar, and 
Bathurst burr; and  

 the percentage of roads across Moira that receive treatment in a 1-year time period 
increasing from 17% in 2016-2017 to 36% in 2018-2019. 
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Figure 1. The top map of Moira shows the location of the main Regionally 
Controlled Weed species identified for treatment in 2016. The bottom map of 
Moira shows the weeds treated between 2015-2019. The points indicate the 
general location of weeds, not the extent or abundance, and only displays the 
main regionally controlled weed species targeted for treatment.   

  
Extending the program at the current rate for a further two years will get the current 
extent of Regionally Controlled weeds to a more manageable level.  
 
It should be noted that emerging weeds such as Khaki weed will also need to be 
managed through an ongoing program into the future.  
 
Roadside Weed and Pest Control Management Plan 2020-2027 
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The 2015-2020 Strategy has been reviewed and updated, it is now presented as the 
Roadside Weed and Pest Control Management Plan 2020-2027. This new plan 
recommends two phases of management aimed at eradicating Regionally Prohibited 
weeds and preventing the growth and spread of Regionally Controlled weeds and pests.  
 
Phase 1 - A relatively high initial investment for the first two years to target and reduce 
the current weed biomass, treating approximately 30% of roadsides each year.  
Phase 2 - An annual maintenance program to monitor and treat weed on approximately 
100% of roadsides for the remainder of the management plan. 

3. Financial Implications 

Phase 1 will cost $175, 000 p.a. and is a continuation of the Strategy 2015-2020 aimed at 
reducing the current amount and extent of weeds to a more manageable level. At the end 
of Phase 1 and including the work undertaken as part of the 2015-2020 Strategy 100% of 
Council management roadsides should have received a minimum of at least 1 round of 
treatment.  
 
Once the weed biomass has reached a more manageable level an annual maintenance 
program is recommended costing around $100, 000 p.a. 
 
To implement the management plan Council will be seeking financial support from the 
State and Federal Governments. A letter requesting the continuation of funding for the 
Roadside Weed and Pest Control Program 2020-2021 has been sent to our Local State 
Members of Parliament.  
 
The State has provided $525, 000 in funding to support this program since 2012-2013.  

4. Risk Management 

The Management Plan 2020-2027, its implementation and the roadside weed and pest 
control program will enable council to: 

 meet Councils obligations under the CaLP Act as a land manager; 

 respond to community request and concerns; and 

 support agricultural and environmentally significant areas. 

 

There are numerous repercussions if Council fails to manage Regionally Prohibited and 
Regionally Controlled weeds and established pest animals on Council managed 
Roadsides. These include enforcement action from AgVic to manage Noxious weeds 
defined under the CaLP Act, reputational damage and environmental damage.  

5. Internal and External Consultation 

External Consultation 
The draft Management Plan has been presented for feedback and comment to the:  

 Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee (ESAC);  

 the Wilby Community Social Group and  

 Councils Environmental Working Group. 

6. Regional Context 

In Moira, the North East and Goulburn Broken Regional Catchment Strategies outline a 
number of key priorities for environmental management policy. Weed control is an 
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important objective at achieving many of the characteristics of a healthy catchment, such 
as biodiversity, vegetation quality and healthy waterways. 

This management plan aligns with the biosecurity approach outlined in the Invasive 
Plants and Animals Policy Framework (IPAPF) (Agriculture Victoria 2012) which 
underpins the Goulburn Broken Biosecurity Invasive Plants and Animals Management 
Plan 2019-2025. 

7. Council Plan  

Strategy 3: A Clean Green Environment 

Strategic Action: Continuing to comply with our environmental regulatory and legislative 
obligations. 

8. Strategy 

Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2017-2021 
Focus area 1: Environmentally accountable Council 
Focus area 3: Partnerships 
Focus area 5: Conservation of biodiversity 
 

9. Legislative / Policy Implications 

Key Legislative / Policy Implications 
•Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 
•Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
•Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 
•Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) Act 1992 
•Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 
•Planning and Environment Act 1987 
•Plant Biosecurity Act 2010 
•Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 
•Victorian Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 
•Wildlife Act 1975 
•Biosecurity Strategy for Victoria 2009 
•Invasive Plants and Animals Policy Framework 2012 
•Goulburn Broken Regional Catchment Strategy 2013-2019 
•North East Regional Catchment Strategy 2013 
•Goulburn Broken Biosecurity Invasive Plants and Animals Management Plan 2019-2025 
•Council Plan 2017-2021 
•Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2017-2021 

10. Environmental Impact 

Weed and pest animals are a major risk to our natural environments. Weeds compete 
with our native plant species for space, sunlight and water. The subsequent loss of native 
plants has an impact on our native wildlife (e.g. insects, birds, mammals) by reducing the 
food, habitat and shelter provided by native plants. Rabbits further predate upon our 
native species, and in low number can eliminate the regeneration potential of plant 
species 

11. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There are no Officer conflicts of interest that relate to this report.  
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12. Conclusion 

The Management Plan 2020-2027 aims to effectively and strategically manage weeds 
and pest animals on roadsides throughout the Moira Shire.  
 
The implementation of the Management Plan 2020-2027 involves two phases. A higher 
initial investment for the first two years aimed at reducing the current levels of weeds to a 
more manageable level. This is followed by a five-year annual maintenance program. 
This report recommends the Council endorse the Management Plan.  
 
 

Attachments 

1  Draft ROADSIDE WEED AND PEST ANIMAL CONTROL MANAGEMENT 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council: 
 

1. Select O’Loughlin Excavations Pty Ltd as the preferred tenderer for contract 
C051/19 – Road Widening and Intersection Works and authorise the Chief 
Executive Officer to undertake negotiations to achieve a best value outcome. 

 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign and seal the contract documents. 
 

 

1. Executive Summary 

Moira Shire Council invited submissions from suitably qualified organisations or 
individuals for road widening and intersection upgrade works on Campbell Road between 
Pullar Road and McIntyre Road in Cobram.  
 
After consideration of the submissions, the tender evaluation panel recommends that 
O’Loughlin Excavations Pty Ltd be appointed as the preferred tenderer for contract 
C051/19. 

2. Background and Options 

Contract C051/19 is a lump sum contract. 
 
Date of Public Notice 
 
 

Paper Date 

TenderSearch 29 February 2020 

The Border Mail 29 February 2020 

Shepparton News 3 March 2020 

Cobram Courier 4 March 2020 

Numurkah Leader 4 March 2020 

Yarrawonga Chronicle 4 March 2020 
 

 
Submissions closed 25 March 2020. 

Receipt of Tenders 

2 Submissions were received.  

Supervision 

Superintendent –Manager Construction and Assets 
Superintendent Representative – Coordinator Design and Construction 

Panel Membership 

Staff in the following positions independently evaluated the submissions: 
 

 Manager Construction and Assets 

 Coordinator Design and Construction 

 Design Engineer 
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The Procurement Coordinator moderated the tender evaluation. 

Non-conforming tenders 

No submission was considered to be non-conforming. 
 
Tender Evaluation  
The following evaluation criteria and weightings were used: 
 

Evaluation Criteria Evaluation 
Weighting 

Price 40% 

Management of Schedules 15% 

Track Record 15% 

Skills and Resources  10% 

Compliance with Specification 10% 

Contribution to Local Economy 10% 

3. Financial Implications 

The recommendation to appoint a preferred tenderer will allow for negotiations to ensure 
a best value outcome for all stakeholders and allow for contingencies with latent 
contingencies. 

4. Risk Management 

To minimise the risks associated with the works under contract, the following 
conditions must be met: 

 The successful contractor is to be the holder of public liability insurance 
with a minimum coverage of $20 million. 

 The successful contractor will be appointed as the Principal Contractor 
and is authorised to have management or control of the workplace and 
discharge of duties in relation to the Occupational Health and Safety Act 
and Regulations. 

 Prior to the commencement of works, the successful contractor must 
supply the Superintendent with a detailed Site Management Plan 
inclusive of traffic and environmental management. 

 Various Hold Points have been specified (Hold Points are points beyond 
which the work may not proceed without review by the Superintendent). 

 All on-site personnel are required to undertake a Moira Shire Council site 
induction. 

 A plant risk assessment is required for each item of heavy plant to be 
supplied, hired or expected to enter the work site. 

5. Internal and External Consultation 

The tender was advertised on Council’s TenderSearch website, The Border 
Mail, Shepparton News and the local newspapers. 
 

The Coordinator Design and Construction, Manager Assets and Construction and General 
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Manager Infrastructure approved the tender documentation. 

6. Regional Context 

This project contributes to the strategic objective of continuing to maintain and provide 
facilities and services that our community value and need. 

7. Council Plan Strategy 

The Council Plan addresses the need for a well-run Council by implementing a 
transparent, engaging and accountable governance structure for current and future 
generations. The processes undertaken to award the contract meet the legislative and 
policy requirements relating to procurement and tendering. 

8. Legislative / Policy Implications 

The tender process was undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the section 
186 of the Local Government Act and Council’s adopted Procurement Policy. 

9. Environmental Impact 

Section 1.24, 2.4 and 2.27 of the specification stipulates the contractor’s environmental 
responsibilities and will form part of the contract.  
 
In addition, the successful contractor is required to provide an environmental 
management plan to the Superintendent prior to the commencement of works. 

10. Conflict of Interest Considerations 

There was no conflict of interest declared for this tender evaluation process. 

11. Conclusion 

The recommendation is to appoint O’Loughlin Excavations Pty Ltd as the preferred 
tenderer for contract C051/19 – Road Widening and Intersection Works. 
 
 

Attachments 

1  C051/19 - Road Widening and Intersection Works - APPENDIX A (Confidential) - 
printed in separate document 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive and note the Action Officers List. 

 
 

 
 

Meeting:  25 March 2020 

Subject: Acquisition of the former Yarrawonga Primary School Site 

Activity DTF has been advised of Councils interest in the site through the First Right of 
Refusal process. Further updates will be provided through confidential briefings. 

 

Attachments 

Nil 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council: 

Thank the petitioners and advise the first mentioned petitioner of Council’s previous 
decision on the first right of refusal process and the further background contained within 
this report. 
 
 

Executive Summary 

At the 25 March 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting a petition was tabled requesting Moira 
Shire Council gains access to the whole of the former Yarrawonga Primary School site of 
all available land parcels, through First Right of Refusal, at a discounted rate, for 
community purposes, and that the North East Water reserve should be retained as public 
land for community use. 

 

Determination 

Council has agreed to respond to the Department of Treasury and Finance’s (DTF) first 
right of refusal process to try to secure the primary school site and has authorised the 
Chief Executive officer to negotiate with DTF, with the final form of that negotiation 
requiring Council approval. 

The North East Water (NEW) land is currently permanently reserved for water supply 
purposes and is not part of the current primary school sale. NEW has indicated it is 
prepared to relinquish control over the land on the basis that the water tower goes with 
the land.  
.  
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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Clause 60 of Council’s “Meeting Procedures Local Law 2017 states: 

60. Urgent general business 

1) Councillors must provide an outline of the matters to be considered before Council can 

accept the motion to consider urgent business. The outline must demonstrate how the matter 

meets the criteria for urgent business. 

2) Urgent business can only be admitted by resolution of Council 

3) Urgent business must not be admitted as urgent business unless 

a) It relates to or arises out of a matter which has arisen since distribution of the agenda 

b) Is manifestly urgent 

c) Is material to the function of Council 

d) Requires an urgent council resolution 

e) Is otherwise determined by the CEO. 

4) Only the mover of an urgency motion may speak to the motion before it is put. 
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Clause 61 of Council’s “Meeting Procedures Local Law 2017 states:  
61. Question Time 
The Council will hold a Public Question Time of up to 30 minutes duration at each Ordinary Meeting, to 
enable members of the public to receive answers to questions previously submitted for consideration, and 
if the submitted questions are dealt with in less than the 30 minute period, the Chair can invite questions 
from the floor. 

1) At every ordinary meeting of the Council a maximum of 30 minutes may be allocated to enable 

members of the public to submit questions to Council. 

2) The time allocated may be extended by unanimous resolution of Council. 

3) Sub-clause (1) does not apply during any period when the Council has resolved to close a meeting in 

respect of a matter under section 89(2) of the Act. 

4) To assist the accurate recording of minutes and addressing any questions that may require written 

response or follow up, the Chief Executive Officer may require questions to be submitted in writing. 

5) No person may submit more than two (2) questions at any one (1) meeting. 

6) The Chairperson or member of Council staff nominated by the Chairperson may read a question to 

those present. 

7) No question must be so read unless: 

a) the person asking the same is in the gallery at the time it is due to be read; and 

b) the person asking the question reads the same when called upon by the Chairperson to do so. 

c) A question may be disallowed by the Chairperson if it: 

d) relates to a matter outside the duties, functions and powers of Council; 

e) is defamatory, indecent, abusive, offensive, irrelevant, trivial or objectionable in language or 

substance; 

f) deals with a subject matter already answered; 

g) is aimed at embarrassing a Councillor or a member of Council staff; 

h) relates to personnel matters; 

i) relates to the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer; 

j) relates to industrial matters; 

k) relates to contractual matters; 

l) relates to proposed developments; 

m) relates to legal advice; 

n) relates to matters affecting the security of Council property; or 

o) relates to any other matter which Council considers would prejudice Council or any person. 

8) The Chairperson may request a Councillor or member of Council staff to respond, if possible, to the 

question. 

9) Councillor or member of Council staff may require a question to be put on notice until the next Ordinary 

meeting, at which time the question must be answered, or elect to submit a written answer to the person 

asking the question. 

10) A Councillor or member of Council staff may advise Council that it is his or her opinion that the reply 

to a question should be given in a meeting closed to members of the public.  The Councillor or member of 

Council staff must state briefly the reason why the reply should be so given and, unless Council resolves 

to the contrary, the reply to such question must be so given. 

. 

 
   


